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SOSJ –3– HOLY FATHERS PART 2  
ST LOUIS IX    

Saturday, October 14, 2023 
Mark 10:35-45 
“Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” He replied, “What do you wish [me] to do 
for you?” They answered him, “Grant that in your glory we may sit one at your right and the 
other at your left.” Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Can you 
drink the cup that I drink or be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” They 
said to him, “We can.” Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink, you will drink, and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at my right or at my left is 
not mine to give but is for those for whom it has been prepared.” When the ten heard this, 
they became indignant at James and John.  Jesus summoned them and said to them, “You 
know that those who are recognized as rulers over the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones make their authority over them felt. But it shall not be so among you. Rather, 
whoever wishes to be great among you will be your servant; whoever wishes to be first 
among you will be the slave of all. For the Son of Man did not come to be served but to 
serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 
 
Questions 
 

1. Why was St. Louis IX a distinguished king from others? How did he get the reputation 
as the most Christian of rulers? 
 

2. How did St. Louis IX take his role as king in preserving the faith and leading people to 
God?  
 

3. What is the best advice to become a good ruler given by St. Louis IX? How would you 
describe a good Catholic ruler? 
 

4. What is the key to forming a good ruler? What can we do for the formation of the next 
generation’s rulers? What do we learn from St. Louis’ life? 
 


