
It is often said nowadays that the present century thirsts for authenticity. Especially in regard to young people it is 
said that they have a horror of the artificial or false and that they are searching above all for truth and honesty. 
 
These "signs of the times" should find us vigilant. Either tacitly or aloud- but always forcefully- we are being asked: 
Do you really believe what you are proclaiming? Do you live what you believe? Do you really preach what you live? 
The witness of life has become more than ever an essential condition for real effectiveness in preaching. Precisely 
because of this we are, to a certain extent, responsible for the progress of the Gospel that we proclaim. 
 
The Lord's spiritual testament tells us that unity among His followers is not only the proof that we are His but also 
the proof that He is sent by the Father. It is the test of the credibility of Christians and of Christ Himself. As 
evangelizers, we must offer Christ's faithful not the image of people divided and separated by unedifying quarrels, 
but the image of people who are mature in faith and capable of finding a meeting-point beyond the real tensions, 
thanks to a shared, sincere and disinterested search for truth. Yes, the destiny of evangelization is certainly bound 
up with the witness of unity given by the Church. This is a source of responsibility and also of comfort. 
 
At this point we wish to emphasize the sign of unity among all Christians as the way and instrument of 
evangelization. The division among Christians is a serious reality which impedes the very work of Christ. The 
Second Vatican Council states clearly and emphatically that this division "damages the most holy cause of preaching 
the Gospel to all men, and it impedes many from embracing the faith."[123] For this reason, in proclaiming the 
Holy Year we considered it necessary to recall to all the faithful of the Catholic world that "before all men can be 
brought together and restored to the grace of God our Father, communion must be reestablished between those 
who by faith have acknowledged and accepted Jesus Christ as the Lord of mercy who sets men free and unites them 
in the Spirit of love and truth."[124] 
 
The Gospel entrusted to us is also the word of truth. A truth which liberates[126] and which alone gives peace of 
heart is what people are looking for when we proclaim the Good News to them. The truth about God, about man 
and his mysterious destiny, about the world; the difficult truth that we seek in the Word of God and of which, we 
repeat, we are neither the masters nor the owners, but the depositaries, the heralds and the servants. 
 
Every evangelizer is expected to have a reverence for truth, especially since the truth that he studies and 
communicates is none other than revealed truth and hence, more than any other, a sharing in the first truth which is 
God Himself. The preacher of the Gospel will therefore be a person who even at the price of personal renunciation 
and suffering always seeks the truth that he must transmit to others. He never betrays or hides truth out of a desire 
to please men, in order to astonish or to shock, nor for the sake of originality or a desire to make an impression. He 
does not refuse truth. He does not obscure revealed truth by being too idle to search for it, or for the sake of his 
own comfort, or out of fear. He does not neglect to study it. He serves it generously, without making it serve him. 
 
We are the pastors of the faithful people, and our pastoral service impels us to preserve, defend, and to 
communicate the truth regardless of the sacrifices that this involves. So many eminent and holy pastors have left us 
the example of this love of truth. In many cases it was an heroic love. The God of truth expects us to be the vigilant 
defenders and devoted preachers of truth. 
 
Men of learning- whether you be theologians, exegetes or historians- the work of evangelization needs your tireless 
work of research, and also care and tact in transmitting the truth to which your studies lead you but which is always 
greater than the heart of man, being the very truth of God. 
 
Parents and teachers, your task- and the many conflicts of the present day do not make it an easy one- is to help 
your children and your students to discover truth, including religious and spiritual truth. 
 
The work of evangelization presupposes in the evangelizer an ever increasing love for those whom he is 
evangelizing. That model evangelizer, the Apostle Paul, wrote these words to the Thessalonians, and they are a 
program for us all: "With such yearning love we chose to impart to you not only the gospel of God but our very 
selves, so dear had you become to us."[127] What is this love? It is much more than that of a teacher; it is the love 



of a father; and again, it is the love of a mother.[128] It is this love that the Lord expects from every preacher of the 
Gospel, from every builder of the Church. A sign of love will be the concern to give the truth and to bring people 
into unity. Another sign of love will be a devotion to the proclamation of Jesus Christ, without reservation or 
turning back. Let us add some other signs of this love. 
 
The first is respect for the religious and spiritual situation of those being evangelized. Respect for their tempo and 
pace; no one has the right to force them excessively. Respect for their conscience and convictions, which are not to 
be treated in a harsh manner. 
 
Another sign of this love is concern not to wound the other person, especially if he or she is weak in faith,[129] with 
statements that may be clear for those who are already initiated but which for the faithful can be a source of 
bewilderment and scandal, like a wound in the soul. 
 
Yet another sign of love will be the effort to transmit to Christians not doubts and uncertainties born of an 
erudition poorly assimilated but certainties that are solid because they are anchored in the Word of God. The 
faithful need these certainties for their Christian life; they have a right to them, as children of God who abandon 
themselves entirely into His arms and to the exigencies of love. 
 
This fervor demands first of all that we should know how to put aside the excuses which would impede 
evangelization. The most insidious of these excuses are certainly the ones which people claim to find support for in 
such and such a teaching of the Council. 
 
Thus one too frequently hears it said, in various terms, that to impose a truth, be it that of the Gospel, or to impose 
a way, be it that of salvation, cannot but be a violation of religious liberty. Besides, it is added, why proclaim the 
Gospel when the whole world is saved by uprightness of heart? We know likewise that the world and history are 
filled with "seeds of the Word"; is it not therefore an illusion to claim to bring the Gospel where it already exists in 
the seeds that the Lord Himself has sown? 
 
The respectful presentation of Christ and His kingdom is more than the evangelizer's right; it is his duty. It is 
likewise the right of his fellow men to receive from him the proclamation of the Good News of salvation. God can 
accomplish this salvation in whomsoever He wishes by ways which He alone knows.[133] And yet, if His Son came, 
it was precisely in order to reveal to us, by His word and by His life, the ordinary paths of salvation. And He has 
commanded us to transmit this revelation to others with His own authority. It would be useful if every Christian 
and every evangelizer were to pray about the following thought: men can gain salvation also in other ways, by God's 
mercy, even though we do not preach the Gospel to them; but as for us, can we gain salvation if through negligence 
or fear or shame- what St. Paul called "blushing for the Gospel"[134] - or as a result of false ideas we fail to preach 
it? For that would be to betray the call of God, who wishes the seed to bear fruit through the voice of the ministers 
of the Gospel; and it will depend on us whether this grows into trees and produces its full fruit. 
 
 
May the light of the Holy Year, which has shone in the local Churches and in Rome for millions of consciences 
reconciled with God, continue to shine in the same way after the Jubilee through a program of pastoral action with 
evangelization as its basic feature, for these years which mark the eve of a new century, the eve also of the third 
millennium of Christianity. 
 
 
In the name of Christ we bless you, your communities, your families, all those who are dear to you, in the words 
which Paul addressed to the Philippians: "I give thanks to my God every time I think of you- which is constantly, in 
every prayer I utter- rejoicing, as I plead on your behalf, at the way you have all continually helped to promote the 
gospel.... I hold all of you dear- you who...are sharers of my gracious lot...to defend the solid grounds on which the 
gospel rests. God himself can testify how much I long for each of you with the affection of Christ Jesus!"[135] 


